
By Nancy Royden
Sentinel Staff Writer

The public schools in Prince
George’s County are not immune
from being adversely affected by the
struggling economy, as 917 positions
were eliminated since last August.

“We started to look at the num-
bers we needed. We started a hiring
freeze,” said Christine B. Knighton,
chief human resources officer with
the Prince George’s County Public
Schools.

Knighton said the district made
deliberate decisions and Superinten-
dent William R. Hite Jr. was heavily
involved with the decision-making
process. 

Some of the eliminated posi-
tions were lost due to retirement,
were vacancies or jobs lost through
normal attrition. Approximately 600

people recently lost their jobs, and
many of them worked as administra-
tors and executive staff, district
spokeswoman Lynn McCawley said.

The district employs 18,066
full-time employees, serves approxi-
mately 128,000 students and in-
cludes approximately 200 schools,
McCawley said.

The district’s most recent fund-
ing from Prince George’s County
was slashed by $14 million. Coupled
with cuts from the State of Mary-
land, the district’s budget was cut by
at total of $114 million, Knighton
said.

More than $200 million has
been cut from district’s budget dur-
ing the last two years and nearly 700
vacant positions were eliminated in
fiscal year 2009, McCawley said.

The district received $142 mil-
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A Newspaper of Record

By Jessica Bauer
Special to the Sentinel

Pick captains. Choose teams.
Select a side of the field. Spread out.
Grab the Frisbee. Play your heart
out.

This is how every Sunday night
starts for the members of the West
Laurel Frisbee Squad, a group of

friends who play pick-up Ultimate
Frisbee each week at Supplee park in
Laurel.

Starting in early March, this
group of friends gets together for
about two at a time to simply play the
sport they all love. And their devo-
tion to the sport is evident, as they
continue to play each Sunday until
mid-October.

“This year we started at the end
of February because it got warm the
very last weekend,” Sam King, the
organizer of the West Laurel Frisbee
Squad said. 

Each week, the 23-year-old

sends messages via Facebook.com
to all the members of the Frisbee
squad reminding them to come out
and play. He also texts each member
as an additional reminder.

But, after four years of meeting

up Sunday after Sunday, the players
don't need the reminder. They look
forward to this day all week

“It’s what we do,” Mark ‘Odie’

By Nancy Royden
Sentinel Staff Writer

Prince George's County police
officers Wednesday took a hard line
against thieves ranging from mall
shoplifters to big-time crooks during
a press conference at the Iverson
Mall in Hillcrest Heights.

There are petty thieves and then
there are crooks who take merchan-
dise worth thousands.

"This is a major business. This
is a very serious problem," Police
Chief Roberto L. Hylton said.

He gave residents some tips
about fighting crime. He also ex-
plained how the department would
be devoting more officers to work-
ing on crime stemming from some

pawn shops in the county. He said
the majority of pawn shops are in the
Hyattsville area, and not every shop
owner breaks the law.

County Executive Jack B. John-
son said they will not tolerate people
who take goods, in some cases, be-
fore they are even delivered to the
intended recipient.

"We are going to close you
down," he warned pawn shop own-
ers and employees if they break the
law.

Sherman L. Ragland II, chair-
man of the Prince George's County
Chamber of Commerce, said mer-
chants bring services to make the
quality of life better and he thanked
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Local Frisbee squad shows devotion to sport
West Laurel Frisbee Squad acknowledges importance of community and friendship

Police to take hard line against thieves
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From left, Prince George's County Executive Jack B. Johnson and Prince
George's County Police Chief Roberto L. Hylton speak during the press
conference at the mall about combating crime. 
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The West Laurel Frisbee Squad plays Ultimate Frisbee each Sunday
throughout the spring and summer months. They’ve played together for
four years. Above, Sam King throws the Frisbee past opponent Mike Kime.
Right, two squad members jump for the Frisbee as other members rush
over to conitnue the game.
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Portrait of a grieving father with a purpose

By Linda Blachly
Managing Editor

They call them fallen heroes.
Casualties of war. Men and women
who died for our freedom and for a
cause. A club that no one wants to be
in. Five thousand of them and count-
ing as the war in Iraq and
Afghanistan stretches into the sixth
year.

To many of us they are statistics,
not a loved one who has left an emp-
ty seat at the table and in our hearts.
We don’t want to picture the faces
because we don’t want to feel the
pain of losing a loved one. But to
those 5,000 families who have got-
ten that knock at the door at 10:30 at
night, it’s a show stopper. 

For Eric Herzberg, of Laurel,
his world changed forever on Oct.
21, 2006, when he learned that his
20-year-old son, Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Eric W. Herzberg, was
killed by a sniper in Baghdad. He
had been deployed July 14, 2006.

“On a good day, it feels like a
full body migraine,” the elder
Herzberg told his church congrega-

tion at Cedar Ridge Church in Bur-
tonsville, shortly after his death. “On
a bad day, it feels like a burning ball
of fire that wants to consume you.”

Rather than be consumed by the
grief, Herzberg chose to make some-

thing positive out of Eric’s death. 
Drawing from his deep faith in

God, Herzberg is now fueled by a
sense of purpose for his life and car-
rying on the legacy of his son. He
works with charcoal portrait artist

Michael Reagan to reach out to fam-
ilies of fallen heroes. 

Shortly after Eric’s death, Rea-
gan drew a portrait of the father and
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Eric Herzberg (left) stands in front
of pictures of his son Eric, who
was killed in Iraq.  Above, the por-
trait of Eric and his son by artist
Michael Reagan.

Laurel dad keeps son’s memory alive by reaching out to other military families
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School district cuts hundreds
of positions to save money

Forum with governor, others
brings out large group in Laurel

By Nancy Royden
Sentinel Staff Writer

Political leaders and Prince
George's County residents converged

in Laurel's Granville Gude Park for a
town hall-style forum to obtain infor-
mation about foreclosures.
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From left, delegates Joseline Peña-Melnyk and Ben Barnes stand with Gov.
Martin O'Malley and former Gov. Parris Glendening as Maryland Sen.
James Rosapepe speaks during a forum last Friday in Laurel.
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